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TRUE MINISTRY

“We are confident of all this because of our great trust in God through Christ. It is
not that we think we are qualified to do anything on our own. Our qualification
comes from God. He has enabled us to be ministers of his new covenant. This is a
covenant not of written laws, but of the Spirit. The old written covenant ends in
death but under the new covenant, the Spirit gives life. The old way, with laws
etched in stone, led to death, though it began with such glory that the people of
Israel could not bear to look at Moses’ face. For his face shone with the glory of
God, even though the brightness was already fading away. Shouldn’t we expect far
greater glory under the new way, now that the Holy Spirit is giving life”? 2
Corinthians 3:4-8 (NLT)

What do you think it means to serve the Lord? We know this is something
commanded in the Bible, but at times we’re just not sure what to do. Often, we don’t
think we are adequate for the task. Or perhaps we’re so busy with all our other duties
and responsibilities that finding the time or energy to serve God seems impossible.

Instead of looking at ministry through the lens of obstacles blocking our path, let’s
see what God says about it. True service is not something we do for the Lord, but
something He does through us. This pattern was set for us by Jesus Christ Himself,
who said, “The Father abiding in Me does His works: (John 14:10). The apostles’
lives also show this is what God had in mind. When Jesus gave them the command to

be His witnesses, He said to wait until they were “clothed with power from on high”
(Luke 24:49).

By regarding service as God’s work through us, we can have confidence — not in
ourselves and our abilities, but in God, who makes us adequate for whatever He
gives us to do. This perspective also keeps us from taking any credit for what we
accomplish. Without the Lord’s directive and the Spirit’s empowerment, our service is
worthless in God’s eyes, no matter how productive it looks from a human standpoint.

What makes an effective servant of Christ is not natural abilities, creativity, or
human initiative, but total dependence on Him for both direction and adequacy.
God uses those who are weak, humble, submissive, and obedient so that He alone gets
the glory. AMEN.

Dr. Charles F. Stanley

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, ALl power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of

the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18 — 20
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